
CULTURAL RESOURCES AND WHAT 
TO DO WHEN YOU FIND THEM

SUQUAMISH TRIBE ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM



PORTMADISON RESERVATION

ÅEstablished by the 1855 Treaty of Point 

Elliott for the Suquamish and Duwamish 

people

ÅChief Seattle was one of the signatories 

ÅOriginally entirely owned by the Tribe, 

failed federal assimilation policies resulted 

in the sale of reservation lands out of 
Tribal ownership

Å57% of the reservation is currently owned 

by the Suquamish Tribe

ÅRepresents only a small portion of 

Suquamish Traditional Territory



Poulsbo

Silverdale

Bremerton
Seattle

ÅThe Suquamish Tribe has called the Salish 

Sea region home since time immemorial

ÅTravelled great distances to hunt, fish, 

gather resources, and trade throughout the 

region 



ÅSuquamish homes were focused 

along the shoreline

ÅEach dot on the map represents 

known winter village locations

ÅDuring summer months, families 

traveled to summer villages to 

gather resources

Suquamish Winter Village Locations

Rendition of a Suquamish winter village by Suquamish artist Peg Deam



WHAT DO THE 
SUQUAMISH 
ARCHAEOLOGISTS 
DO?

Government-to-government consultations to ensure 
compliance with Section 106 of NHPA, Washington Executive 
Order 21-02, other regulations

Ancestral remains consultation and repatriation т NAGPRA 
and state laws

Manage a predictive GIS model of Kitsap County containing 
sensitive cultural information

Protect and monitor significant archaeological and cultural 
sites like Old Man House

Education and outreach

Archaeological inventory of Tribally owned lands

Collaborate with private archaeological firms during fieldwork 
within Suquamish ancestral territory



LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCY CONSULTATION

ÅCONSULTATIONWITHTRIBAL, LOCAL, STATEAND FEDERALGOVERNMENTS

ÅREVIEWDEVELOPMENTPROJECTSFOR POTENTIALIMPACTSTO HISTORICAND

PRECONTACTRESOURCES

ÅENSURECOMPLIANCE WITHALL FEDERAL, STATE, AND TRIBALHISTORIC

PRESERVATIONLAWS AND REGULATIONS

ÅFY2024 PROJECTREVIEWS:

ÅFEDERALUNDERTAKINGSð576 REVIEWED

ÅLOCAL /STATEPROJECTSð882 REVIEWED



FEDERAL LAWS 

PROTECTING 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

SITES

National Historic Preservation Act of 
1966 (NHPA)

Archaeological and Historic 
Preservation Act of 1974

Archaeological Resource Protection Act 
of 1979 (ARPA)

Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act of 1990 (NAGPRA)



STATE LAWS

Executive Order 21-
02

RCW 27.53: 
Archaeological Sites 

and Resources 
Preservation 

RCW 42.56.300: 
Archaeological Site 
Public Disclosure 

Exemption

RCW 27.44: Indian 
Graves and Records

RCW 68.50: Human 
Remains

RCW 68.60: 
Abandoned and 

Historic Cemeteries 
and Historic Graves

State Environmental 
Policy Act



PROJECT REVIEW 
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WHERE IS THE PROJECT LOCATED?

Sensitive landforms

ÅLow sloping shoreline

ÅPromontories along the 

shoreline

ÅCreek mouths and 

stream confluences

ÅSand spits

ÅWetlands and lagoons 

(fresh and saltwater)



REVIEW OF STATE AND TRIBAL DATABASES

ÅKnown archaeological sites and 

cemeteries

ÅPrevious cultural resource surveys

ÅDocumented ethnographic 

placenames and Traditional 

Cultural Properties



REVIEW OF HISTORIC DOCUMENTS

ÅGLO MAPS

ÅHISTORICAERIALIMAGERY

ÅHISTORICTOPOGRAPHIC MAPS

ÅHISTORICCOUNTY ATLASES



POTENTIAL 

RECOMMENDATIONS

ÅCULTURALRESOURCESSURVEY

ÅARCHAEOLOGICAL MONITORING OF GROUND DISTURBING

ACTIVITIES

Å INADVERTENTDISCOVERYPLAN



STEPS TO FOLLOW AFTER INADVERTENTLY ENCOUNTERING 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIALS

ÅStep One:  All activity in the vicinity 

shall be immediately stopped and 

secured with a 50 -foot buffer

ÅStep Two: Contact the Suquamish 

Tribe

ÅStep Three: The Tribe will notify the 

State Archaeologist

ÅStep Four: Next steps for handling 

the find will be discussed before 

construction resumes


