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Importance of Shoreline Vegetation in the 
Marine Food Web



https://ian.umces.edu/imagelibrary

Leaves disperse rain fall

Roots uptake water and 
release to atmosphere

Roots are proportional 
to the size of plant

Grasses and groundcover trap soil
and prevent surface soil erosion

Shrub roots stabilize top soil layers

Tree roots tie soil layers together

Vegetation provides 
shade and habitat 
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Ulva т sea lettuce
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Salmonids



Whereis fish food coming from?

Overhanging riparian vegetation

Beach wrack

Larval smelt



Salmon species 
distribution in 
Kitsap County

Skagit Watershed Council



Critical habitat for 
Chinook salmon 


