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Importance of Shoreline Vegetation in the
Marine Food Web




Leaves disperse rain fall

Vegetation provides
shade and habitat

Grasses and groundcover trap soil
and prevent surface soil erosion

Shrub roots stabilizetop soil layers

soil layers together
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Source: Steve Todd, Suquamish Tribe
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Sugar kelp (Sacchanina latissima)
Squaxin Island.
Photo by Helen Berry.




Eutrophication




Salmonids

Juvenile (140 mm FL): parr marks faded

Juvenile (77 mm FL): dark, wide parr marks extending well below lateral line

Source: NOAA Fisheries

Source: Alaska Fish and Game




Larval smelt

Whereis fish food coming from?

Overhanging riparian vegetation

Beach wrack
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Critical habitat for
Chinook salmon



